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ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse staff compiled this profile by using the most recent data
available from open sources. The data presented are as accurate as the sources from which they were
drawn. The information contained in this profile should not be used to rank or compare States or
jurisdictions, due to differences in data collection and reporting methods.




El Paso, Texas

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics®

» Population: 577,786 (2002 American Community Survey)

» Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 16.40% white; 2.43%
black/African American; 0.11% American Indian/Alaska Native; 0.97% Asian; 0%
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.10% other race; 0.54% two or more races;
79.47% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)

» The city of El Paso is located in El Paso County.

Politics

> Mayor: Joe Wardy?

» City Council (Districts 1-8, respectively): Susan Austin; Robert A. Cushing Jr.; Jose
Alexandro Lozano; John Cook; Daniel S. Power; Paul J. Escobar; Vivian Rojas;
Anthony Cobos®

> El Paso Chief of Police: Richard Wiles*

> El Paso County Sheriff: Leo Samaniego®

Programs/Initiatives

> High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)®
Designated in 1990, the Southwest Border HIDTA/West Texas Partnership is
responsible for the following counties in Texas: Brewster, Crockett, Culberson, El
Paso, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, Pecos, Presidio, Reeves, and Terrell.

> El Paso Intelligence Center (EPIC)’

EPIC, established in 1974, originally focused on drug movement and immigration
violations around the U.S.-Mexico border, but has since broadened its focus to
include all of the U.S. and the Western Hemisphere. EPIC dedicates many programs
to post-seizure analysis and the establishment of links between recent enforcement
actions and ongoing investigations. EPIC also coordinates training for state and local
officers in the methods of highway drug and drug currency interdiction through its
Operation Pipeline program.

Federal Funding

>

Drug-Free Communities Support Program®

Only one EI Paso coalition has received funding through the Drug-Free Communities
Support Program. Since FY 2001, the EI Paso County Hospital District/R.E.
Thomason General Hospital has received $300,000.

Community Capacity Development Office®

El Paso has not been designated as an official Weed and Seed site.

FY 2003 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration (SAMHSA)
Discretionary Funds received in El Paso:™

e Center for Mental Health Services: $699,000

o Center for Substance Abuse Prevention: $720,370
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e Center for Substance Abuse Treatment: $1,292,200
> There1 I/vere no FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court grants awarded in El
Paso.
» There were no El Paso recipients of the FY 2003 Office of Community Oriented
Policing Services Methamphetamine Grant.*?
» FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services grant
amounts received in El Paso: -
e Communities (discretionary): 0 awards
e Counter-Terrorism (discretionary): 0 awards
e Juvenile Justice:
= discretionary: 2 awards valued at $447,600
= formula: 0 awards
e Law Enforcement:
= discretionary: 3 awards valued at $983,346
» formula: 4 awards valued at $8,143,836
e Substance Abuse: 0 awards
e Victims: 0 awards
> El Paso did not receive any funds for the Housing and Urban Development Drug
Elimination Grants during FY 2001."

Crime and Drug-Related Crime
> From January to June 2003, there were 6 murders known to police in El Paso."® During
full year 2002, there were 14 murders reported.*® This was down from 20 in 2001."

Index Offenses Known to Police, El Paso, 2001-June 2003

Offense Type Jan.-June 2003
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter 20 14 6
Forcible rape 203 221 100
Robbery 775 575 277
Aggravated assault 3,388 3,082 1,352
Burglary 2,553 2,221 971
Larceny-theft 22,039 18,887 8,536
Motor vehicle theft 1,836 1,998 897
Arson 126 110 65
Crime index total 30,814 26,998 12,204
> During 2003, there were 3,784 drug arrests in El Paso County."®

Number of Drug Arrests, El Paso County, 1999-2003

Offense Type 1999 2000 2001 2002 = 2003
Trafficking (all drugs) 87 166 81 20 0
Possession (all drugs) 0 3,496 3,982 3,536 3,684
Trafficking (marijuana) 55 134 61 13 0
Possession (marijuana) 2,161 2,315 2,807 2,419 2,567
All drug offenses 3,508 3,662 4,063 3,556 3,784
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Drugs

>

Percent of Adults Reporting Drug Use, Upper Rio Grande Region, 2000

Cocaine

A kilogram of powder cocaine costs $15,000-$16,500 and an ounce sells for $960.
Powder cocaine is widely used and widely available in El Paso.*® An ounce of crack
cocaine costs $830 and a gram of powder cocaine costs $50-$60 in El Paso.?°
Heroin

Heroin is somewhat to widely available in El Paso. The number of heroin users older
than age 30 is increasing. Hispanics are the predominant user group, although the
number of non-Hispanic whites seeking treatment has increased.”* A gram of heroin
costs $100 and an ounce costs $1,000-$1,500. During 2001, heroin was 41.8% pure
and cost $0.44 per milligram.? Mexican black tar heroin sold for $31,000 per
kilogram in El Paso during 2002.%

Marijuana®*

Marijuana is readily available and packaged in kilogram increments. A pound of
commercial grade marijuana sells for $500.

Methamphetamine

Methamphetamine is readily available in El Paso and sells for $90 per gram.”> A
pound of methamphetamine costs $10,600 in El Paso. 2

Club drugs

A single dosage unit of ecstasy sells for $16-$20. Rohypnol is an increasing problem
among teenagers in El Paso.?” LSD sold for $5-$20 per dose in El Paso during 2002.
Ecstasy, Rohypnol, and other pharmaceuticals are being used at rave parties in El
Paso County.?

During 2000, 38.6% of adults in the Upper Rio Grande region (which includes EI
Paso) reported using an illicit drug at least once during their lifetime.*

Drug Past month use  Past year use* |  Ever used
Marijuana 4.3% 2.3% 35.9%
Inhalants 0.2 0.5 2.4
Cocaine 0.5 0.5 11.3
Crack 0.2 0.0 1.8
Uppers 1.0 0.5 10.6
Downers 0.3 1.2 4.0
Heroin 0.0 0.0 2.1
Other opiates 0.0 0.5 2.8
Psychedelics 1.8 1.5 11.1
Any illicit drug 5.4 3.2 38.6

* Does not include past month data

Juveniles

» During 2002, 11.8% of elementary school students along the Texas border (including

El Paso) reported using inhalants at least once during their lifetime.*
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Percent of Elementary School Students Reporting Drug Use, Texas Border, 2002

Drug Type and Grade

Used in School Year

Used in Lifetime

Inhalants 8.2% 11.8%
Grade 4 7.3 10.7
Grade 5 6.4 9.7
Grade 6 10.7 15.0

Marijuana 2.2 3.2
Grade 4 0.6 1.0
Grade 5 1.4 2.1
Grade 6 4.5 6.2

» Among Texas border students in grades 7-12, approximately 32% reported using an
illicit drug at least once during their lifetime during 2002.%

Percent of Secondary School Students Reporting Drug Use, Texas Border, 1998 and 2002

Past Month Use

Ever Used

' Drug Type 1998 2002 1998 2002
Any illicit drug 15.6% 16.2% 33.3% 32.3%
Inhalants 8.9 7.8 21.0 18.4
Marijuana 12.7 13.4 30.2 29.4
Cocaine/crack 6.0 6.3 13.7 13.8
Hallucinogens 1.4 0.9 4.0 2.6
Uppers 2.8 2.3 7.1 5.2
Downers 3.0 2.6 1.7 59
Rohypnol 5.0 4.4 13.4 10.9
Steroids 0.6 0.7 1.8 1.9
Ecstasy 0.7 2.6 2.1 6.3
Heroin 0.6 0.6 1.9 1.9
Enforcement

> As of October 31, 2002, there were 1,488 full-time law enforcement employees in El
Paso (1,145 officers and 343 civilians).®

> Stash House Initiative®
Many drug trafficking organizations attempt to set up stash houses in El Paso because
of its close proximity to the Mexico border. Drugs are temporarily stored at these
houses for the purpose of repackaging and to facilitate distribution to other cities
throughout the United States. The stash house initiative enhances and coordinates
drug control efforts among local, state, and Federal law enforcement agencies and
provides agencies with a coordination structure, equipment, technology, and
additional resources.

Trafficking and Seizures

» Couriers use city sewer and drain tunnels to smuggle cocaine to stash houses in the El
Paso area.®
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» Barrio Azteca, the most violent prison gang in El Paso County, distributes heroin,
cocaine, marijuana, MDMA, and Rohypnol.*®

» Mexican drug trafficking organizations and criminal groups increasingly are using
juveniles to smuggle marijuana across the U.S.—Mexico border. In 2001, 162
juveniles were arrested for smuggling marijuana through the EI Paso point of entry.*’

» Drug traffickers obtain warehouses in El Paso to stash illicit substances while they
recruit drivers from the area to transport the drug throughout the U.S. El Paso is also
considered a hub for significant amounts of drug proceeds being laundered through
small businesses.®

» The El Paso/Juarez corridor serves as a transshipment point for cocaine to various
locations in the U.S.*

Courts

» Drug Courts*
As of May 2004, there was 1 drug court that had been in existence for over two years,
1 drug court that was recently implemented, and 1 drug court being planned in El
Paso.

Consequences of Use
> There were 80 adult drug-related deaths in El Paso County during 2002.**

Number of Adult Drug-Related Deaths, El Paso County, 1998-2002

1998 | 1999 2000 2001 2002 |
Total drug-related 70 78 77 85 80
Direct drug-related 60 66 65 74 69
Indirect drug-related 10 12 12 11 11

Treatment

> During 2002, there were 292 youth treatment admissions*? and 1,911 adult treatment
admissions in El Paso County.®

Number of Admissions to Treatment, El Paso County, 2002

Drug Type Juveniles Adults
Alcohol 75 711
Amphetamines 4 23
Powder cocaine 11 228
Crack -- 148
Downers -- 6
Hallucinogens -- --
Heroin -- 624
Marijuana/hashish 192 136
Other drugs -- 6
Other opiates -- 22
Inhalants 10 6
Total admissions 292 1,911
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Sources

1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, American Community Survey: 2002 Data Profiles:
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2002/ACS/index.htm
2 El Paso Mayor Web site: http://www.elpasotexas.gov/mayor/default.asp
® El Paso City Council Web site: http://www.elpasotexas.gov/council/about.asp
* El Paso Police Department Web site, Chief of Police: http://www.elpasotexas.gov/police/default.asp
® El Paso County Sheriff Web site: http://www.co.el-paso.tx.us/sheriff/index.htm
¢ Office of National Drug Control Policy, Southwest Border High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area/West
Texas Partnership Fact Sheet: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_wtex.html
" Drug Enforcement Administration, El Paso Intelligence Center:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/programs/epic.htm
® Drug-Free Communities Support Program Grantees: http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/grantee/index.asp
° Community Capacity Development Office, Texas Weed and Seed sites:
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/map.aspx?state=TX
19 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Summary Grant Awards:
http://alt.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states/State.htm
1 Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office of Justice Programs FY 2003 Drug Court Grants:
http://www.0jp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/03DrugCtAwd.pdf
12 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, 2003 COPS Methamphetamine Initiative:
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/mime/open.pdf?Item=951
13 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services FY 2003 Awards to Texas, Listed
by Locality Broken Down by Function: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fy2003grants/map/txsubj.htm#subjl
¥ Department of Housing and Urban Development, FY 2001 Federally Assisted Low Income Housing Drug
Elimination Grants: Detailed Congressional Report:
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
1> Federal Bureau of Investigation, Uniform Crime Reports: January-June 2003, December 2003:
http://www.fhi.gov/ucr/2003/03semimaps.pdf
18 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2002, October 2003:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/02cius.htm
7 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2001, October 2002:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
18 Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Substance-Related Statistics by County:
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/results.php?region=10&county=E|+Paso
1% National Drug Intelligence Center, Texas Drug Threat Assessment, October 2003:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs5/5624/5624p.pdf
% Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2004:
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
21 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Pulse Check: Trends in Drug Abuse, November 2002:
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/drugfact/pulsechk/nov02/pulse_nov02.pdf
%2 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2004:
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
2% National Drug Intelligence Center, Texas Drug Threat Assessment, October 2003:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs5/5624/5624p.pdf
* Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2004:
?sttp://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/qcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf

Ibid.
% Office of National Drug Control Policy, Pulse Check: Trends in Drug Abuse, November 2002:
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/drugfact/pulsechk/nov02/pulse_nov02.pdf
2T Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas: June 2003:
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/June2003.pdf
%8 National Drug Intelligence Center, Texas Drug Threat Assessment, October 2003:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs5/5624/5624p.pdf
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2002/ACS/index.htm
http://www.elpasotexas.gov/mayor/default.asp
http://www.elpasotexas.gov/council/about.asp
http://www.elpasotexas.gov/police/default.asp
http://www.co.el-paso.tx.us/sheriff/index.htm
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_wtex.html
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/programs/epic.htm
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/grantee/index.asp
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/map.aspx?state=TX
http://alt.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states/State.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/03DrugCtAwd.pdf
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/mime/open.pdf?Item=951
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/2003/03semimaps.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/02cius.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/results.php?region=10&county=El+Paso
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs5/5624/5624p.pdf
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/drugfact/pulsechk/nov02/pulse_nov02.pdf
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs5/5624/5624p.pdf
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/drugfact/pulsechk/nov02/pulse_nov02.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/June2003.pdf
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs5/5624/5624p.pdf

% Drug Enforcement Administration, Texas State Factsheets:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/texas.html
%0 Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, 2000 Texas Survey of Substance Use Among Adults:
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/AdultHousehold.pdf
*! Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Texas School Survey of Substance Use Among Students:
Grades 4-6, 2002, June 12, 2003: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/survey/grades4-6/EIm2002.pdf
% Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Texas School Survey of Substance Use Among Students:
Grades 7-12, 2002, May 8, 2003: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/survey/grades?-
12/SchoolSurvey2002.pdf
* Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2002, October 2003:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/02cius.htm
% El Paso Police Department Web site, Stash House Initiative:
http://www.elpasotexas.gov/police/stash_house.asp
% National Drug Intelligence Center, Texas Drug Threat Assessment, October 2003:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs5/5624/5624p.pdf
% Ibid.
" Ibid.
% Drug Enforcement Administration, Texas State Factsheets:
?gttp://www.usdoi.qov/dea/pubs/states/texas.htmI

Ibid.
“0 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of
Drug Court Activity by State and County, May 27, 2004:
http://spa.ward.american.edu/justice/publications/drgchart2k.pdf
“! Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Substance-Related Statistics by County:
?zttp://WWW.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/resuIts.php?reqion=10&countv=EI+Paso

Ibid.
* Ibid.
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http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/texas.html
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/AdultHousehold.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/survey/grades4-6/Elm2002.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/survey/grades7-12/SchoolSurvey2002.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/survey/grades7-12/SchoolSurvey2002.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/02cius.htm
http://www.elpasotexas.gov/police/stash_house.asp
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs5/5624/5624p.pdf
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/texas.html
http://spa.ward.american.edu/justice/publications/drgchart2k.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/results.php?region=10&county=El+Paso

This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse.
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact:

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20849-6000
1-800-666-3332
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
ondcp(@ncjrs.org



http://www.ncjrs.org/
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