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Portland, Oregon 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population: 526,609 (2003 American Community Survey)1; 529,121 (2000 Census)2 
 Race/Ethnicity (2003 American Community Survey): 74.7% white; 6.7% 

black/African American; 0.7% American Indian/Alaska Native; 6.8% Asian; 0.3% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.2% other race; 3.0% two or more races; 
7.7% Hispanic/Latino (any race)3 

 Portland is located in Multnomah County.4  
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Vera Katz5 
 City Commissioners: Jim Francesconi, Randy Leonard, Dan Saltzman, and Erik Sten6 
 Portland Police Bureau Chief: Derrick Foxworth7 
 Portland Police Bureau Commander of Drugs and Vice Division: Cliff Madison8 
 Multnomah County Sheriff: Bernie Giusto9 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)10 
Designated in 1999, the Oregon HIDTA is responsible for 7 counties in Oregon, 
including Portland’s Multnomah County. 

 
Federal Funding  

 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in Portland (the dollar amount is 
the amount received by the coalition since the original award year):11 
• Original award year 2004: undisclosed amount awarded to Oregon Partnership 
• Original award year 2003: no grantees 
• Original award year 2002: no grantees 
• Original award year 2001: no grantees 
• Original award year 2000: $175,000 to United Now in Teaming with Youth 

Coalition 
• Original award year 1999: no grantees  

 Community Capacity Development Office12 
Four areas in Portland have been officially recognized as Weed and Seed sites. 

 FY 2003 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
Discretionary Funds awarded to Portland:13 
• Center for Mental Health Services: $1,440,277 
• Center for Substance Abuse Prevention: $2,092,160 
• Center for Substance Abuse Treatment: $4,098,332 

 There were no Portland or Multnomah County recipients of the FY 2004 Office of 
Justice Programs Drug Court Discretionary Grant.14 
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 There were no Portland recipients of the FY 2003 Office of Community Oriented 
Policing Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant.15 

 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services  
grant amounts received in Portland:16  
• Communities (discretionary): 4 awards valued at a total of $924,967 
• Counter-Terrorism (discretionary): 0 awards 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: 2 awards valued at $392,225 
 formula: 0 awards  

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: 9 awards valued at $3,696,458 
 formula: 4 awards valued at $1,181,089 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: 1 award valued at $834,439  
 formula: 0 awards  

• Victims: 
 discretionary: 1 award valued at $500,000 
 formula: 0 awards 

 Portland did not receive any funding through the FY 2001 Housing and Urban 
Development Drug Elimination Grant.17 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 Preliminary data indicate that there were 27 murders known to police in Portland 
during 2003. This is up from 20 murders in 2002.18 

 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Portland, 2002-2003 
Offense 2002 2003 
Murder 20 27 
Forcible rape 354 310 
Robbery 1,294 1,367 
Aggravated assault 2,844 2,732 
Burglary 5,702 6,484 
Larceny-theft 27,933 29,599 
Motor vehicle theft 5,180 5,868 
Arson 496 384 
 

 Approximately 71.5% of adult male arrestees and 82.2% of adult female arrestees in 
Portland tested positive for at least one of the following drugs at arrest during 2003: 
cocaine, heroin, marijuana, methamphetamine, or PCP.19 
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Percent of Adult Arrestees Testing Positive, Portland, 2003 
Drug Type Female Male 
Cocaine 39.6% 29.7% 
Heroin 22.0 15.0 
Marijuana 35.2 38.4 
Methamphetamine 29.7 25.4 
Any drug 82.2 71.5 
Multiple drugs 36.7 29.8 
 

 Additional Portland data for 2003 indicate that 60% of the adult male arrestees used 
marijuana within the past year. Among those reporting past year marijuana use, the 
average number of days the drug was used in the past month was 7.7 days.20 

 
Past Drug Use Among Adult Male Arrestees, Portland, 2003 
 
Drug Use 

Crack 
cocaine 

Powder 
cocaine 

Mari- 
juana 

Metham-
phet. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 16.8% 10.6% 40.5% 20.7% 11.6% 
Past 30 days 19.8% 14.5% 51.1% 26.3% 12.8% 
Past year 24.4% 20.4% 60.0% 33.7% 15.8% 
Avg. # of days used in month 6.4 4.3 7.7 7.6 9.9 
 

 Approximately 50% of Portland adult female arrestees reported past year use of 
marijuana in 2003. The average number of days the drug was used in the past month 
was 8.6.21 

 
Past Drug Use Among Adult Female Arrestees, Portland, 2003 
 
Drug Use 

Crack 
cocaine 

Powder 
cocaine 

Mari- 
juana 

Metham-
phet. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 28.7% 7.4% 31.6% 24.2% 12.9% 
Past 30 days 30.9% 14.9% 40.6% 30.5% 17.0% 
Past year 38.6% 23.8% 49.5% 40.6% 26.7% 
Avg. # of days used in month 10.1 3.9 8.6 8.3 8.1 
 

 The Drugs and Vice Division of the Portland Police Bureau conducted 119 drug-
related consent searches during 2000.22 

 
Drugs and Vice Division, Drug-Related Activity, Portland, 2000 
Type of Activity  
Search warrants 120 
Consent searches 119 
Arrests 331 
Crack house search warrants 22 
Methamphetamine labs investigated 66 
Marijuana grows investigated 35 
Drug house complaint follow-ups 44 
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 During 2000, the Drugs and Vice Division made 63 arrests involving crack cocaine.23 

 
Number of Arrests, Drugs and Vice Division, Portland, 2000 

Powder 
cocaine 

Crack 
cocaine 

Heroin Methamp-
hetamine 

Dried 
marijuana 

Marijuana 
plants 

18 63 43 51 27 22 
 

 A 2000 report indicated that the number of addresses generating drug house 
complaints in Portland decreased 36% in the previous five years.24 

 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
While crack activity and use are low and stable in the Portland area, powder cocaine 
activity and use are relatively high and stable. One rock of crack cocaine (at 62-83% 
pure) sold for $10 while gram prices were $45-$100 in Portland during 2002. Powder 
cocaine sold for $20-$40/balloon and $400-$650/ounce.25

 Heroin 
Heroin abuse and activity appear to be increasing in Portland. In 2002, Mexican black 
tar heroin (with a purity of approximately 70%) sold for $20/balloon (0.2-0.4 grams), 
$40-$100/gram, and $800-$1,250/ounce.26

 Marijuana 
The majority of marijuana available in Portland is cultivated in home grow 
operations. Canadian and domestic marijuana is available in multi-pound amounts in 
the Portland area.27

 Methamphetamine 
The number of new methamphetamine users has increased in Portland. During 2002, 
an ounce of methamphetamine sold for $550-$600.28

 Club Drugs 
The use of MDMA is relatively low and stable in Portland. MDMA pills sell for $15-
$20 each.29

 Other Drugs 
From Spring 2002 to Fall 2002, diverted OxyContin became more available in 
Portland. OxyContin pills sell for $50 each. The abuse of hydrocodone (Vicodin) has 
increased somewhat in the area.30

 
Juveniles 

 Eighty percent of Multnomah County 8th graders surveyed in 2003 reported that they 
have never used marijuana.31 Approximately 72% of Multnomah County 11th graders 
surveyed in 2003 reported never trying marijuana.32 

 Among Multnomah County 8th graders surveyed in 2002, 80% reported never using 
marijuana.33 Fifty-six percent of 11th graders surveyed in 2002 reported never using 
marijuana.34 

 Twenty percent of Multnomah County 11th graders surveyed in 2003 reported current 
marijuana use (use within the past 30 days).35 
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Percent of Students Reporting Drug Use, Multnomah County, 2002-2003 
 2002 

      8th               11th 
2003 

      8th               11th 
Current cigarette use 8% 19% 9% 9% 
Current alcohol use 23 41 24 50 
Drank alcohol before age 13 35 23 36 23 
Current marijuana use 13 25 13 20 
Used marijuana before age 13 10 7 13 5 
Current inhalant use 6 2 8 2 
Current MDMA use 2 2 2 0 
Used marijuana on school property Not avail. 5 3 2 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2002, there were 1,319 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Portland (1,046 officers and 273 civilians).36  

 The Portland Police Bureau’s Drugs and Vice Division is made up of 55 personnel.37 
 Portland Police Bureau Drug-Related Initiatives: 
• National Guard Partnership38 

In the summer of 1999, guidelines were established for the Oregon National 
Guard to support the Portland Police Bureau in approved counterdrug missions. 
Services provided by the Oregon National Guard include counterdrug 
coordination, technical support, training, and drug demand reduction support. 

• Portland Drug House Program39 
The primary responsibility of the Portland Drug House Program is to identify and 
eliminate chronic nuisance drug house locations in Portland. If a specific address 
receives multiple complaints and the drug house officer verifies the complaint, a 
warning letter is sent to the occupant and the property owner. If the allegations are 
true, an agreement is entered between the Police Bureau and the person 
responsible for the property, outlining a plan of action for the property. 

• Drug Investigation Unit40 
The primary objective of this unit is to conduct investigations with the purpose of 
arresting drug dealers and seizing assets acquired through illegal means. The 
primary focus of the enforcement effort of this unit is directed towards mid-level 
(wholesale) drug dealers. However, investigations also include focusing on street-
level dealers, shutting down crack houses, and arresting kilogram level dealers.  

 The increased use of task forces in Portland has been successful in combating drug 
distribution.41 

 Special Investigations Unit42 
The purpose of this Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office initiative is to investigate 
illegal drug activity in the Portland metropolitan area. 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Heroin typically is transported overland to Portland via the 1-5 corridor from source 
cities in Mexico through traffickers in California.43 

 From Spring to Fall 2002, the number of methamphetamine superlab seizures 
increased from 4 to 10.44 
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 During 2000, the Drugs and Vice Division of the Portland Police Bureau seized drugs 
valued at nearly $10 million.45 

 
Amount of Drugs Seized, Portland, 2000 
Drug Type Amount Seized 
Powder cocaine 9,173 
Crack cocaine 834 
Heroin 3,207 
Methamphetamine 1,161 
Dried marijuana 21,660 
Marijuana plants 951 
Value of drugs seized $9,888,978.25 
 

 The Drugs and Vice Division also seized 43 vehicles during 2000.46 
 
Number of Items Seized, Portland, 2000 
Item Amount Seized 
Vehicles 43 
Cash $338,789.00 
Guns 111 
Boats 0 
Real estate 1 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts47 
As of September 2004, there were 2 drug courts that had been operating for over 2 
years and 1 drug court that had recently been implemented in Portland. There were no 
drug courts being planned in Portland at that time. 

 
Corrections 

 The Columbia River Correctional Institution (CRCI) is the only Oregon Department 
of Corrections facility located in Portland.48 

 In August 2004, 26 inmates at CRCI were randomly chosen for drug testing. None of 
those tested were positive.49 

 In August 2004, 54 inmates at alcohol and drug programs at CRCI were drug tested 
and 26 inmates were tested based on suspicion of use. None of those tested were 
positive.50 

 From July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004, 1,179 of those admitted to prison in Oregon had 
been convicted in Multnomah County.51 

 Turning Point52 
This residential therapeutic community located at CRCI involves a 50-bed program 
for men and a 50-bed program for woman, each having its own facility. These 
programs are very intense and provide many hours of treatment each week and 
arrange for aftercare once the inmate has been released. Targeting those individuals 
with severe alcohol or drug problems and established patterns of criminal behavior, 
these programs emphasize the following: 
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• alcohol/drug education and treatment 
• modifying criminal thinking and lifestyles 
• improving family-related problems 
• independent living skills training 
• linkage to aftercare 

 In Focus53 
This pre-release day treatment program also located at CRCI provides 15 hours each 
week of classes and groups to prepare inmates for drug-free post prison living. This 
program is geared towards women and also emphasizes parenting skills training. 

 
 
Consequences of Use 

 From Spring to Fall 2002, the number of methadone-related overdose deaths 
increased in Portland.54 

 Dextromethorphan (DXM)-related overdoses have increased among Portland area 12-
17 year olds.55 

 During 2002, there were 113 drug-related deaths reported to the Drug Abuse Warning 
Network (DAWN) by Medical Examiners (ME) in Multnomah County.56 

 
Number of ME Drug Mentions and Deaths, Multnomah County, 1998-2002 
Drug category 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Alcohol-in-combination 62 68 49 45 33 
Cocaine 45 54 44 38 41 
Heroin/morphine 104 125 84 70 61 
Marijuana -- -- -- -- -- 
Amphetamines 3 13 3 14 9 
Methamphetamine 5 3 -- 11 17 
Club drugs -- -- 1 -- -- 
Hallucinogens -- 1 -- -- -- 
Inhalants 1 -- -- -- -- 
Narcotic analgesics 10 19 16 31 51 
Other analgesics -- 3 -- 2 2 
Benzodiazepines 7 5 1 7 4 
Antidepressants 5 16 16 25 37 
All other substances 6 16 28 21 23 
Total drug abuse deaths 129 162 119 117 113 
Total drug mentions 248 323 242 264 278 
 
 

 During 2001, the Oregon State Medical Examiner Division of the State Police 
reported 98 drug-related deaths in Multnomah County.57 
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Number of Drug-Related Deaths, Multnomah County, 2001 
Drug Type # of Deaths 
Heroin 71 
Cocaine 38 
Methamphetamine 19 
Combinations 26 
Total 98 
 
Treatment 

 Approximately 38% of Portland adult male arrestees interviewed during 2003 
reported that they have received outpatient treatment at some point in their lives.58 

 
Adult Arrestee Drug or Alcohol Treatment Status, Portland, 2003 
Type of Treatment Male Female 
Outpatient   
   Ever 38.2% 38.6% 
   Past year 14.6 13.1 
Inpatient/residential   
   Ever 42.7 45.5 
   Past year 8.4 13.9 
 

 During 2002, 19,490 Multnomah County residents received alcohol and drug services 
from the Oregon Department of Human Services (DHS).59 

 
Number of Residents Receiving DHS Drug/Alcohol Services, Multnomah Co., 2002 
Type of Drug/Alcohol Service # of Residents 
Detoxification 2,968 
Education 308 
Treatment (outpatient and residential) 14,878 
Maintenance 3,297 
Total 19,490 
 

 According to the 1999 Household Treatment Needs Survey in Oregon, 93,739 
persons in Multnomah County were in need of alcohol or other drug treatment 
services.60 

 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau, 2003 American Community Survey, Portland, Oregon: 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2003/ACS/Tabular/160/16000US41590001.htm
2 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
3 U.S. Census Bureau, 2003 American Community Survey, Portland, Oregon: 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2003/ACS/Tabular/160/16000US41590001.htm
4 Portland Web site: http://www.portlandonline.com/
5 Portland Mayor Web site: http://www.portlandonline.com/mayor/
6 Portland Elected Officials Web site: http://www.portlandonline.com/index.cfm?c=25999
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7 Portland Police Bureau Web site, Chief’s Welcome Message: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/police/index.cfm?&a=28433&c=29708
8 Portland Police Bureau Web site, Drugs and Vice Division: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/police/index.cfm?c=30560
9 Multnomah County Sheriff Web site, Sheriff’s Office of Administration: 
http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/sheriff/Admin.htm
10 Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Oregon High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area section: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_or.html
11 Drug-Free Communities Support Program Web site: http://drugfreecommunities.samhsa.gov/  
12 Community Capacity Development Office, Oregon: 
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/map.aspx?state=OR
13 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Summary Grant Awards: 
http://alt.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states/State.htm
14 Bureau of Justice Assistance, FY 2004 Drug Court Awards: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/04DrugCtAwds.pdf
15 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, FY 2003 COPS Methamphetamine Grant: 
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/mime/open.pdf?Item=951
16 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services, FY 2003 Awards to Oregon, 
Listed by Locality, Broken Down by Function: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fy2003grants/map/orsubj.htm
17 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Federally Assisted Low-Income Housing Drug 
Elimination Grants: Detailed Congressional Report, FY 2001: 
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
18 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Uniform Crime Reports, January-December 2003, May 2004: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/2003/03prelimucr.pdf
19 National Institute of Justice, Drug and Alcohol Use and Related Matters Among Arrestees, 2003, 2004: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/adam/ADAM2003.pdf
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Portland Police Bureau, Drugs and Vice Division Statistics: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/police/index.cfm?&a=34023&c=30560
23 Ibid. 
24 Portland Police Bureau, Drug House Program Web site: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/police/index.cfm?&a=34038&c=30560
25 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Pulse Check: Trends in Drug Abuse, January 2004: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/drugfact/pulsechk/january04/index.html
26 Ibid. 
27 Drug Enforcement Administration, Oregon State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/oregon.html
28 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Pulse Check: Trends in Drug Abuse, January 2004: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/drugfact/pulsechk/january04/index.html
29 Ibid. 
30 Ibid. 
31 Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Healthy Teens 2003: Multnomah County, 8th Grade: 
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/publichealth/chs/ohteens/2003/sda/8/mu.pdf
32 Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Healthy Teens 2003: Multnomah County, 11th Grade: 
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/publichealth/chs/ohteens/2003/sda/11/mu.pdf
33 Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Healthy Teens 2002: Multnomah County, 8th Grade:  
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/publichealth/chs/ohteens/2002/sda/8/mu.pdf
34 Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Healthy Teens 2002: Multnomah County, 11th Grade: 
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/publichealth/chs/ohteens/2002/sda/11/mu.pdf
35 Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Healthy Teens 2003: Multnomah County, 11th Grade: 
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/publichealth/chs/ohteens/2003/sda/11/mu.pdf
36 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2002, October 2003: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/02cius.htm
37 Portland Police Bureau, Drugs and Vice Division Web site: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/police/index.cfm?c=30560
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38 Ibid. 
39 Portland Police Bureau, Drug House Program: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/police/index.cfm?&a=34038&c=30560
40 Portland Police Bureau, Drug Investigations Unit: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/police/index.cfm?&a=34117&c=30560
41 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Pulse Check: Trends in Drug Abuse, January 2004: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/drugfact/pulsechk/january04/index.html
42 Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office, Special Investigations Unit Web site: 
http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/sheriff/siu.htm
43 Drug Enforcement Administration, Oregon State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/oregon.html  
44 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Pulse Check: Trends in Drug Abuse, January 2004: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/drugfact/pulsechk/january04/index.html
45 Portland Police Bureau, Drugs and Vice Division Statistics: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/police/index.cfm?&a=34023&c=30560
46 Ibid. 
47 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, September 2, 2004: 
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
48 Oregon Department of Corrections, Prison Management, November 2003: 
http://www.oregon.gov/DOC/OPS/PRISON/docs/pdf/instlist.pdf  
49 Oregon Department of Corrections, Inmate Drug Use in the Institutions During August 2004: 
http://www.doc.state.or.us/research/drugtest.pdf
50 Ibid. 
51 Oregon Department of Corrections, Prison Admissions by County, July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004: 
http://159.121.112.28/research/admitper.pdf
52 Columbia River Correctional Institution, Turning Point Alcohol and Drug Treatment Program: 
http://www.doc.state.or.us/institutions/crci/tpoint.htm
53 Ibid. 
54 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Pulse Check: Trends in Drug Abuse, January 2004: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/drugfact/pulsechk/january04/index.html
55 Ibid. 
56 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration, Mortality Data From the Drug Abuse 
Warning Network, 2002, January 2004: http://dawninfo.samhsa.gov/pubs_94_02/mepubs/default.asp
57 Oregon Department of State Police, State Medical Examiner Division, Drug-Related Deaths, 2001: 
http://www.osp.state.or.us/html/drd_2001.html
58 National Institute of Justice, Drug and Alcohol Use and Related Matters Among Arrestees, 2003, 2004: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/adam/ADAM2003.pdf
59 Oregon Department of Human Services, Integrated Client Database Report: County-by-County Data 
Report: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/data/icdb/publications/icdb_counties.pdf
60 Oregon Department of Human Services, Office of Mental Health and Addiction Services, 1999 Oregon 
Household Treatment Needs Survey: http://www.oadap.hr.state.or.us/execsum.pdf
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 

http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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