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Little Rock, Arkansas

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics. 

Demographics1

 Population (2000 Census): 183,133
 Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 54.0% white; 40.2% black/African American; 0.2%

American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.6% Asian; 0.0% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific
Islander; 0.1% other race; 1.1% two or more races; 2.7% Hispanic/Latino (of any
race)

 Little Rock is located in Pulaski County. 

Politics
 Mayor: Jim Dailey2

 Vice Mayor: Willie Hinton3

 City Manager: Bruce Moore4

 Board of Directors: Johnnie Pugh, Willie Hinton, Stacy Hurst, Brad Cazort, Michael
Keck, Genevieve Stewart, B.J. Wyrick, Dr. Jean Kumpuris, Barbara Graves, Joan
Adcock5

 Little Rock Chief of Police: Lawrence Johnson6

 Pulaski County Sheriff: Randy Johnson7

Programs/Initiatives
 Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs (ATOD)8

Little Rock’s ATOD initiative is aimed at reducing the use of and demand for
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs in the community.

 Fight Back! Insure the Children9

The Fight Back! initiative was created in 1991 to restore the health of Little Rock
children and adolescents who are alcohol and drug addicted. Through this program,
more than 26,000 students in the Little Rock School District have been provided with
insurance covering alcohol and drug treatment.

 Neighborhood Support Centers10

Little Rock has two Neighborhood Support Centers designed to assist residents who
want to enter drug or alcohol treatment. In addition to assessment services and relapse
prevention, the Centers also offer assistance with shelter, food, transportation,
education, and job placement. Alcohol and drug abuse support groups, detoxification
acupuncture programs, and support groups for those leaving correctional facilities are
also offered. 

Federal Funding
 Drug-Free Communities Support Program11

No coalitions in Little Rock have ever received funding through the Drug-Free
Communities Support Program.  



ONDCP Clearinghouse 3

 Executive Office for Weed and Seed12

No sites in Little Rock have received funding and been officially recognized as Weed
and Seed sites.

 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) FY 2001
Discretionary Funds received in Little Rock:13

• Center for Mental Health Services:
 $399,101 to the Pulaski County Special School District, TCE

Prevention/Early Intervention. Project period: 9/30/01-9/29/04
 $141,160 to the City of Little Rock, TCE Local Service Expansion. Project

period: 9/30/01-9/29/04
• Center for Substance Abuse Prevention:

 $96,500 to the Arkansas Children’s Hospital Research Institute, Family
Strengthening. Project period: 9/30/00-9/29/02

• Center for Substance Abuse Treatment:
 No Little Rock recipients

 FY 2002 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grant Program recipients in Little
Rock:14

• $351,671 to the Arkansas Department of Community Correction, Eighth North
Judicial Circuit for drug court implementation

 Little Rock did not receive any funding through the FY 2002 Office of Community
Oriented Policing Services Methamphetamine Grant.15

 FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development Drug Elimination Grant recipients in
Little Rock:16

• $125,000 to Old Oaks Apartments
• $94,285 to Fair Oaks Apartments

 FY 2001 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services grant
amounts received by Little Rock recipients:17

• $18,460,691 in formula funds
• $10,557,773 in discretionary funds

Juveniles
 From January through July 2002, the Little Rock Police Department made 497

juvenile arrests.18

Crime and Drug-Related Crime
 From January through July 2002, the Little Rock Police Department made 5,235 adult

arrests.19

 There were 22 homicides known to the Little Rock Police Department from January
through July 2002. Five of the homicides were drug-related.20

 There were 648 aggravated assaults in Little Rock from January through July 2002,
fifteen of which were drug-related.21

 The number of index offenses in Little Rock has declined from 26,378 in 1990 to
15,999 in 2001.22

 There were 34 homicides in Little Rock in 2001. This is up from 31 homicides in
2000.23
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Number of Violent and Property Offenses Known to Police, Little Rock, 1997-2001
Offense 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Homicide 34 27 30 31 34
Rape 165 146 121 133 92
Robbery 867 768 660 536 618
Ag. assault 1,297 1,146 1,037 1,188 1,180
Total violent 2,363 2,087 1,848 1,888 1,874
Burglary 4,089 3,679 3,490 3,252 3,630
Vehicle theft 1,544 1,329 1,173 1,296 1,522
Larceny 13,818 11,467 10,884 11,116 9,841
Arson 116 83 100 107 168
Total property 19,567 16,558 15,647 15,771 15,161

 During 2001, the Little Rock Police Department reported 617 arrests for drug law
violations. In all of Pulaski County, there were 2,011 drug arrests reported in 2001.24

Number of Drug Arrests, Little Rock and Pulaski County, 2001
Offense Little Rock Pulaski County
Sale/manufacturing
     Opium/cocaine 17 150
     Marijuana 10 20
     Synthetic narcotics 35 99
     Other drugs 0 34
     Sub-total 62 303
Possession
     Opium/cocaine 142 302
     Marijuana 348 975
     Synthetic narcotics 62 273
     Other drugs 3 158
     Sub-total 555 1,708
Total drug arrests 617 2,011

Enforcement
 Little Rock Police Department Investigation Division drug units:25

• The Narcotics Unit is involved in long-term undercover drug transactions that
require extended and detailed investigations.

• The Street Narcotics Unit targets outside drug dealers who pose immediate threats
to the safety and welfare of individual neighborhoods.

• The Special Narcotics Operations Unit conducts financial and conspiracy
investigations related to narcotics trafficking.

 As of October 31, 2001, there were 701 full-time law enforcement employees in
Little Rock (558 officers and 143 civilians).26
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Courts
 Drug Courts27

As of January 8, 2003, there was one drug court in Little Rock that has been operating
for more than two years. No additional drug courts are in existence or being planned
in Little Rock.

Corrections
 The capacity of the Pulaski County Regional Jail is 1,123.28

Treatment
 Women’s Treatment Network29

Little Rock’s Women Treatment Network was created to address the needs of
addicted women, especially pregnant women and women with children. Services
provided include early identification, alcohol and drug treatment, and prenatal and
postnatal care.

Sources
                                                          
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
2 Little Rock Elected Officials Web site:
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http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
17 Office of Justice Programs, Arkansas FY 2001 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented
Policing Services Grants: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fy2001grants/map/ar.htm
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19 Ibid.

http://www.census.gov
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/elected_officials/elected_officialsp1.html
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/administration/administration_p1.html
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/employee_directory/employee_directory_p1.html
http://www.sheriff.co.pulaski.ar.us/
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/community_programs/substance_abuse/index.html
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/community_programs/commission/
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/states/ar.html
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/arkansas.html
http://www.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states01/ar.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/DrugCourts/02DCgrants.htm
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/GrantAnnounce/meth_grantees.pdf
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fy2001grants/map/ar.htm
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/lrpd/pdf/crime_stats_aug2002.pdf


ONDCP Clearinghouse 6

                                                                                                                                                                            
20 Ibid.
21 Ibid.
22 Ibid.
23 Little Rock Police Department, 1997-2001 Part 1 Violent and Property Offenses:
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/lrpd/pdf/depart_property_violent_off.pdf
24 Arkansas Crime Information Center, Crime in Arkansas 2001, August 2002:
http://www.acic.org/acic_pdfs/01/CIA%2001%20Complete.pdf
25 Little Rock Police Department, Special Investigations Division:
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/lrpd/Special%20Investigations%20Division.htm
26 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2001, October 2002:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
27 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of
Drug Court Activity by State and County, January 8, 2003
28 Little Rock Police Department, Crime Trends, August 27, 2002:
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/lrpd/pdf/crime_stats_aug2002.pdf
29 Little Rock Commission on Children, Youth, and Families:
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/community_programs/commission/

http://www.accesslittlerock.org/lrpd/pdf/depart_property_violent_off.pdf
http://www.acic.org/acic_pdfs/01/CIA%2001%20Complete.pdf
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/lrpd/Special%20Investigations%20Division.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/lrpd/pdf/crime_stats_aug2002.pdf
http://www.accesslittlerock.org/community_programs/commission/


This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse.
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues, contact:

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000

Rockville, MD 20849-6000
1-800-666-3332

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
ondcp@ncjrs.org

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
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