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Alaska 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population: 648,818 (July 2003 Census estimate)1; 624,252 (2002 American 
Community Survey)2 

 Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 67.7% white, 3.0% 
black/African American, 13.0% American Indian/Alaska Native, 3.9% Asian, 0.4% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.4% other, 7.7% two or more races, 4.0% 
Hispanic/Latino origin3 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Frank Murkowski4 
 Lt. Governor: Loren Leman5 
 Attorney General: Gregg Renkes6  
 U.S. Senate: Lisa Murkowski (R), Ted Stevens (R)7 
 U.S. House of Representatives: Don Young (R)8 
 Capital: Juneau9 

 
 Federal Funding 

 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in Alaska:10 
• FY 2003: 

 $75,086 to Advancing Our Youth, Sitka 
• FY 2002: 

 $100,000 to the Yakutat Healthy Community Coalition, Yakutat 
• FY 2001: 

 $100,000 to the Alaska Council of School Administrators Mayor's Task Force 
on Youth, Douglas 

 $88,274 to the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District Safe and Drug 
Free Schools Advisory Council, Fairbanks 

 $94,499 to the Valdez Regional Health Authority, Valdez Youth Awareness 
Council, Valdez 

• FY 2000: 
 $100,000 to the Women In Safe Homes, Revilla Island Prevention Coalition, 

Ketchikan  
• FY 1999: no Alaska grantees 

 Office of Weed and Seed11 
Anchorage is currently the only site in Alaska that has received funding and official 
recognition as a Weed and Seed site. 

 FY 2003/2004 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Grant Summary for 
Alaska:12 
• Formula Funding - $6,203,552 

 Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant - $4,686,203 
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 Community Mental Health Services Block Grant - $807,349 
 Project for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH) - $300,000 
 Protection and Advocacy Formula Grant - $410,000 

• Discretionary Funding - $24,178,719 
 Mental Health - $4,372,644 
 Substance Prevention - $5,800,000 
 Substance Abuse Treatment - $14,006,075 

• Total Mental Health Funds: $5,889,993 
• Total Substance Abuse Funds: $24,492,278 
• Total Funds for Alaska: $30,382,271 

 FY 2004 Byrne Formula Grant Program amount awarded to Alaska: $2,105,43313 
 FY 2003 Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) for State Prisoners Formula 

Grant amount allocated to Alaska: $324,26914 
 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grant: 
• FY 2003:15 

 $299,879 to Alaska Court System Administration, Anchorage 
• FY 2002:16 

 $467,759 to Native Village of Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government, 
Barrow 

 $29,957 to Copper River Native Association, Copper Center 
 $30,000 to Central Council Tlingit and Haida Tribes of Alaska, Juneau 

 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant: 
• FY 2003: no Alaska recipients17 
• FY 2002: no Alaska recipients18 

 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services total grant 
amounts received in Alaska (by funding category):19  
• Communities (discretionary): $0.8 million 
• Counter-terrorism (discretionary): $3.6 million 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: $5.8 million 
 formula: $2.6 million 

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: $19.8 million 
 formula: $1.9 million 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: $6.0 million 
 formula: $2.5 million 

• Victims: 
 discretionary: $0.3 million 
 formula: $1.6 million 

• Total OJP/COPS funds received in Alaska in FY 2002: $44.9 million 
 FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development Drug Elimination Grant amount awarded 

in Alaska:20  
• $80,284 to Chenana Apartments, Fairbanks 
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Crime and Drug-Related Crime  
 During 2002, the Alaska State Troopers Statewide Drug Enforcement Unit (SDEU) 

reported 4,006 cases. SDEU made 1,263 arrests in 2002.21 
 
Number of SDEU Arrests, Alaska, 2001-2002 
Type of Arrest 2001 2002 
Possession 265 612 
Distribution 135 262 
Transportation 173 254 
Marijuana cultivation 148 135 
Meth. manufacturing 23 47 
Total arrests 759 1,263 
 

 During 2002, there were 29 adult arrests for murder in Alaska.22 
 
Number of Adult Arrests, Selected Offenses, Alaska, 2002 
Type of Offense # of Arrests 
Murder 29 
Forcible rape 103 
Robbery 120 
Aggravated assault 1,290 
Burglary 418 
Larceny 2,634 
Motor vehicle theft 280 
DWI 6,083 
Liquor laws 1,192 
Total of all arrests* 35,112 
* All arrests includes those offenses not found in table 
 

 During 2002, there were 1,272 adult arrests for drug possession in Alaska.23 
 
Number of Adult Drug Arrests, Alaska, 2002 
Type of Drug Offense # of Arrests 
Sale/manufacturing 433 
     Narcotics 83 
     Marijuana 236 
     Synthetic narcotic 61 
     Other non-narcotic 53 
Possession 1,272 
     Narcotics 188 
     Marijuana 1,030 
     Synthetic narcotic 16 
     Other non-narcotic 38 
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 During 2001, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported 72 drug arrests 
in Alaska.24 

 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Alaska, 1997-2001 
Year # of Arrests 
1997 60 
1998 26 
1999 63 
2000 83 
2001 72 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Cocaine is readily available in most areas of Alaska and is frequently seen in powder 
and crack form in major urban areas such as Anchorage and Fairbanks. Powder 
cocaine usually sells for $100-150 per gram and is primarily ingested by snorting. 
Crack cocaine is sold in small rock quantities for $20 and is usually smoked.25 

 Heroin 
Much of the heroin user population in Alaska is now illegally acquiring and using 
OxyContin.26 

 Marijuana 
Marijuana is available throughout Alaska. There is a high demand for Alaskan-grown 
marijuana because of its high THC content.27 Alaska state law allows for the use of 
marijuana for medical purposes under certain conditions.28 

 Methamphetamine 
Methamphetamine is a growing threat in Alaska. Availability of meth is increasing, 
both from local labs and from meth transported into the state.29 The Anchorage, Mat-
Su, Kenai Peninsula, and Fairbanks areas have a significant problem with clandestine 
labs. Southeast Alaska, specifically Ketchikan and Juneau, tend to have relatively 
large amounts of methampehtamine arrive in the area for use.30 

 Club Drugs 
MDMA is a growing threat throughout Alaska.31 

 Other Drugs 
Alaska is one of the top five purchasing states for five of the top twelve diverted 
drugs, including fentanyl, d-amphetamine, oxycodone, methadone and meperidine. 
Benzodiazepine is also widely abused in Alaska.32 

 According to 2000-2001 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse, 
1.43% of Alaska citizens reported past year dependence on illicit drugs.33 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Past Year Dependence, by Age, Alaska, 2000-2001 Data 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Illicit drug dependence 2.53% 3.98% 0.69% 1.43% 
Illicit drug dependence or abuse 4.53 6.93 1.18 2.49 
Alcohol dependence 2.86 5.18 2.13 2.69 
Alcohol dependence or abuse 6.42 16.24 5.15 7.00 
Alcohol or illicit drug dependence or abuse 8.60 18.54 5.52 7.90 
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 According to 2000-2001 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse, 

35.81% of Alaska citizens ages 12 and older felt that smoking marijuana once a 
month posed a great risk.34 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Drug Use, by Age, Alaska, 2000-2001 Data 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Past month use of any illicit drug 11.81% 21.94% 6.04% 9.22% 
Past month use of marijuana 9.88 19.06 4.04 7.09 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marij. 4.13 7.32 1.82 2.96 
Past year cocaine use 1.72 5.70 1.51 2.18 
Great risk of smoking marijuana once a month 31.16 21.74 39.66 35.81 
 
Juveniles  

 During 2002, there were 4 juvenile arrests for murder in Alaska.35  
 
Number of Juvenile Arrests, Selected Offenses, Alaska, 2002 
Type of Offense # of Arrests 
Murder 4 
Forcible rape 20 
Robbery 37 
Aggravated assault 170 
Burglary 295 
Larceny 1,619 
Motor vehicle theft 233 
DWI 118 
Liquor laws 347 
Total of all arrests* 5,578 
* All arrests includes those offenses not found in table 
 

 During 2002, there were 415 juvenile arrests for drug possession in Alaska.36 
 
Number of Juvenile Drug Arrests, Alaska, 2002 
Type of Drug Offense # of Arrests 
Sale/manufacturing 91 
     Narcotics 39 
     Marijuana 37 
     Synthetic narcotic 11 
     Other non-narcotic 4 
Possession 415 
     Narcotics 157 
     Marijuana 255 
     Synthetic narcotic 1 
     Other non-narcotic 2 
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 Among Alaska high school students surveyed during 2003, 47.5% reported using 
marijuana at least once during their lives.37 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Alaska, 1995 and 2003 
 1995 2003 
Lifetime marijuana use 48.4% 47.5% 
Current marijuana use 28.7 23.9 
Lifetime cocaine use 8.2 6.6 
Current cocaine use 2.6 2.6 
Lifetime inhalants use 22.2 10.2 
Current inhalants use* n/a 2.4 
Lifetime heroin use* n/a 1.8 
Lifetime methamphetamine use* n/a 5.9 
Lifetime ecstasy use* n/a 6.2 
Lifetime steroids use 3.9 3.5 
Ever injected illegal drug 2.0 1.7 
* question not asked in 1995 
 

 Approximately 13.1% of Alaska high school students surveyed in 2003 reported 
using marijuana before age 13. This is up from 11.8% in 1995.38 

 Approximately 6.5% of Alaska high school students surveyed in 2003 reported using 
marijuana on school property at least once within the 30 days proceeding the 
survey.39 

 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2002, there were 1,857 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Alaska (1,161 officers and 696 civilians).40  

 Alaska State Troopers Statewide Drug Enforcement Unit (SDEU)41  
The SDEU coordinates law enforcement efforts to reduce the availability of illicit 
drugs and alcohol throughout the state. SDEU supports five investigative teams: 
• Alaska Interdiction Task Force (previously the Anchorage Airport Detail): 

members of this unit investigate drug trafficking at various points of entry. 
• Fairbanks Areawide Narcotics Team: the primary area of responsibility for this 

team is interior Alaska. 
• Mat-Su Drug Enforcement Team: this unit focuses on investigations within the 

Matanuska-Susitna region. More than 80% of this team’s efforts involve 
marijuana. 

• Southeast Alaska Narcotics Enforcement Team: the focus of this team ranges 
from street level dealers to major offenders. 

• Western Alaska Alcohol and Narcotics Team: this team is responsible for 
Alaska’s west coast. 

 Counter Drug Support Program (CDSP)42 
The Alaska National Guard CDSP provides assistance in several SDEU units. CDSP 
provides operational resources, such as manpower, equipment, and logistical support 
to Federal, state, and local law enforcement throughout the state. 
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Trafficking and Seizures 
 Due to its close proximity to the Pacific Rim and its shared border with Canada, 

Alaska is a transshipment point for drugs.43 
 Opium is transshipped through Alaska from the Far East/Pacific Rim countries.44 
 There are numerous cocaine trafficking organizations in Alaska. Some of the largest 

organizations include Mexican and Dominican groups.45 
 Cocaine enters Alaska through the Anchorage Airport and through parcel express 

companies and the U.S. Postal Service.46 
 During full year 2003, the DEA and state and local authorities in Alaska reported 26 

methamphetamine lab incidents to the El Paso Intelligence Center.47 
 
Number of Methamphetamine Incidents/Seizures, Alaska, 2003 
Type of Seizure Number 
Chemical/glass/equipment 5 
Dumpsite 2 
Laboratory 19 
Total 26 
 

 During 2002, a total of 32 clandestine laboratories were discovered in Alaska. This is 
up from 21 in 2001, but down from 50 in 2000.48 

 During 2002, a total of 8,616 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated in Alaska 
under the DEA’s Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program.49 

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Alaska, 2002 

Outdoor Operations 
                               Cultivated  
        Plots                  Plants 
   Eradicated         Eradicated 

Indoor Operations 
 
       Grows                Plants 
       Seized             Eradicated 

 
Total 
Plants 

Eradicated 
6 271 143 8,345 8,616 

 
 During 2002, the Statewide Drug Enforcement Unit seized 6,641 marijuana plants in 

Alaska.50 
 
Drug Seizures, Statewide Drug Enforcement Unit, Alaska, 2001-2002 
Drug Type/Amount Seized 2001 2002 
Cocaine – powder (pounds) 59.91 17.83 
Cocaine – crack (pounds) 2.2 5.12 
Marijuana plants  8,821 6,641 
Marijuana (processed – pounds) 87.49 141.73 
Methamphetamine (pounds) 1.74 2.69 
Ecstasy-MDMA (tablets) 1788 128 
Alcohol (gallons) 429.75 711.76 
Heroin (pounds) .08 .02 
LSD (dosage units) 10 0 
Mushrooms (pounds) .45 6.23 
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 During 2002, Federal agencies seized 37.2 kilograms of cocaine in Alaska.51 

 
Federal Drug Seizures, Alaska, 2002 
Drug Type Amount Seized 
Cocaine 37.2 kilogram 
Heroin 0.1 kilograms 
Methamphetamine 1.9 kilograms 
Marijuana 0.9 kilograms 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts52 
As of November 2003, there were 2 drug courts in Alaska that had been operating for 
over 2 years, 4 that had recently been implemented, and 14 that were being planned. 

 In FY 2001, approximately 41% of the Federally-sentenced defendants in Alaska 
were charged with a drug offense. Approximately 39% of the offenses involved 
powder cocaine.53 

 
Federally-Sentenced Drug Offenders, by Drug Type, Alaska, FY 2001 
Drug Type # of Offenses % of Total 
Powder cocaine 31 38.8% 
Crack cocaine 21 26.3 
Heroin 0 0.0 
Marijuana 10 12.5 
Methamphetamine 15 18.8 
Other 3 3.8 
  
Corrections 

 On December 31, 2002, there were 216 offenders with drug offenses as their most 
serious charge and 271 offenders with alcohol offenses as their most serious charge in 
Alaska institutions.54 

 
Offense Class of Offenders in Institutions, Alaska, December 31, 2002 
Offense # % 
Person 1,346 38% 
Sex 739 22 
Property 507 14 
Alcohol/drugs 487 14 
Public order/probation or parole violation 315 9 
Weapons 65 2 
Traffic/driving 49 1 
Unavailable 117 n/a 
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 On December 31, 2002, there were 909 Alaska offenders in Community Residential 
Centers (CRCs). Thirty-one percent of the offenders had alcohol/drug offenses as 
their most serious offense.55 

 
Offense Class of Offenders in CRCs, Alaska, December 31, 2002 
Offense # % 
Alcohol/drugs 271 31% 
Person 239 26 
Property 172 19 
Public order/probation or parole violation 146 16 
Traffic/driving 38 4 
Sex 15 2 
Weapons 22 2 
Unavailable 7 n/a 
 

 On December 31, 2002, there were 4,927 offenders on probation or parole in 
Alaska.56 

 
Consequences of Use 

 From October 1, 2002 to September 30, 2003, there were 5 Alaska methamphetamine 
laboratory sites reported to the El Paso Intelligence Center in which a child was 
present.57 

 
Characteristics of Methamphetamine Lab Incidents, Alaska, FY 2003 
 Number 
Sites with a child affected 8 
Sites with a child exposed to toxic chemicals 0 
Sites with a child injured 0 
Sites with a child killed 0 
Sites with a child present 5 
Sites with a child residing at the site 3 
Number of children placed in protective custody 0 
 

 The Alaska State Medical Examiner's Office reviewed 1,072 deaths in 2001. Out of 
the deaths, toxicology tests were conducted on 644 of the deceased. Drugs were 
present in 164 cases and alcohol was present in 122 cases. A combination of alcohol 
and drugs was present in 27 cases.58 

 
Treatment 

 During 2002, there were 4,755 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Alaska.59 This 
is up from 3,986 admissions to treatment in 2001.60 During 2000, there were 5,563 
treatment admissions.61 
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Admissions to Treatment, Alaska, 2000-2002 
 
Drug Type 

2000 
#             % 

2001 
#              % 

2002 
#              % 

Alcohol only 2,695 48.4% 1,896 47.6% 2,560 53.8% 
Alc. w/ second. drug 1,787 32.1 1,269 31.8 1,319 27.7 
Cocaine – smoked 194 3.5 150 3.8 123 2.6 
Cocaine – other route 147 2.6 99 2.5 85 1.8 
Marijuana 524 9.4 391 9.8 426 9.0 
Heroin 31 0.6 17 0.4 18 0.4 
Other opiates 64 1.2 54 1.4 101 2.1 
PCP -- 0.0 -- 0.0 1 0.0 
Hallucinogens 3 0.1 4 0.1 3 0.1 
Amphetamines 53 1.0 50 1.3 75 1.6 
Other stimulants -- 0.0 2 0.1 -- 0.0 
Tranquilizers 4 0.1 7 0.2 7 0.1 
Sedatives 8 0.1 12 0.3 5 0.1 
Inhalants 9 0.2 4 0.1 4 0.1 
Other/none specified 44 0.8 31 0.8 28 0.6 
Total 5,563 100.0 3,986 100.0 4,755 100.0 
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and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000

Rockville, MD 20849-6000
1-800-666-3332
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